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W ilson E. Larkins age 88, of Miami, Florida passed away on Monday, January

8, 2018. He was born in the town of South Miami to parents John Grover
Larkins and Mary Mahl Larkins, and was a grandson of the founder of the town of

South Miami. This pioneer family came to South Florida in 1898 and settled at

Sunset and Le Jeune on the south east corner of CocoPlum Circle. By a vote of the
landowners they decided to call the town "Larkins". His grand father had the first

store, and had the first telephone line strung from Coconut grove. As the
surrounding area was growing people wanted to know where "Larkins" was located.

The town was located south of Miami, so the name was officially changed in 1927

from Larkins to South Miami in 1927.

Wilson went to private schools and pubic schools and graduated from University

of Miami with a degree in Mechanical Engineering.

He loved to build model airplanes radio control & free flight. He earned his private pilot’s license
when he was 65 years old after completely restoring a Cessna 150 airplane even, replacing rivets.

One of his greatest joys was restoring a 1966 Mustang to running condition doing all the
restoration himself. He was an avid fisherman and scuba diver spending many weekends on or
below the ocean.

He was a deacon at University Baptist church and was most recently a member of Christ
Fellowship for the past 15 years.

He was married to Florine Anne Smith for 61 years and together they traveled extensively for
pleasure and missions. With his wife they travelled to the jungle in Peru on a mission trip and
spent three months in Northern Iraq after the gulf war bringing relief to the Kurds. For pleasure

they toured Alaska, Australia, New Zealand, Bermuda, Singapore, Malaysia, Italy, Bahamas,
Turkey, Hawaii, Canada, England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales and all the lower 48 states.
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He leaves behind his wife and 4 children, Wilson & Tammy Larkins and son Lance, Lucinda and

Don Ostenson with 2 girls Charlene with 2 children and Vallarie, Lorinda and Guy Garufi, and

Wendy and Jeff Sanford have 2 children, Hunter and Kailey.

A private family service will be held in at Van Orsdel funeral home in Miami. In lieu of flowers,

the family asks for donations be made to the Florida Baptist Children’s Homes , PO Box 8190
Lakeland, FL 33802-9963.
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Van Orsdel Funeral & Cremation Services shared a Tribute Video.

January 14 at 8:17 AM

BH Bonnie & Tom  Hutton posted:

Our hearts go out to the family. We are so glad we were able to get to know him. We have lost a

good man, but his legacy lives on in his family.Bonnie & Tom Hutton

January 21 at 7:49 AM

BM Beth Mcclelland lit a candle in honor of WILSON.

Know that my heart, thoughts and prayers are with your family. So many

memories growing up next door.

January 20 at 4:30 AM

KM Katherine Miller  posted:

Sending our prayers and condolences. I will always remember Mr. Wil fondly. My dad and I

enjoyed going to the gun range with him and shooting targets. It was really a lot of fun. He was a

Godly Man, a great example, and I know we'll see him again in heaven.

January 20 at 3:02 AM

Van Orsdel Funeral & Cremation Services shared 53 photos to the

LifeTributes album.

January 14 at 7:12 AM
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Van Orsdel Funeral & Cremation Services shared a Tribute Video. January 14 at 8:17 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring WILSON by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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